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Abstract: The current Criminal Law of China belongs to the code in essence. However,
it is the product of codification legislation at the exploration and initial stage. In the new era, it
is necessary to create an ‘upgraded version’ of the criminal code in accordance with the higher
requirements of codification. Based on the concept of codification, the task of comprehensively
amending the criminal law includes integrating the punishment content of the counterterrorism
law, the counterespionage law, the supervision law and other laws; organically connecting with
the Civil Code and other specific laws; absorbing the reasonable content of the existing special
criminal laws, criminal law amendments, legislative interpretations and judicial interpretations;
creatively setting important general rules and regulations; improving the clarity of the design of
the constitutive elements of a crime, and adding misdemeanors on the premise of modest legal
interests protection; promoting the scientific structure of punishment, and increase the provisions
of punishment-related systems, etc. In the era of codification, the comprehensive amendment of
the criminal law needs great improvement of the reality, integration and systematicness of the law.
The comprehensive amendment of the criminal code does not exclude the promulgation of special
criminal laws under special circumstances, but it is not appropriate to enact subsidiary criminal
laws. At present, it is necessary to organize forces as soon as possible to conduct in-depth research
and fully demonstrate it, and formulate a criminal code that is more in line with the requirements
of the times and has a more reasonable internal structure in the long term on the basis of the
current criminal law in accordance with the concepts and requirements of the codification, which
provides more adequate legal system support for realizing the modernization of state capacity and

system for governance.
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